and a new team of Commissionersin place by
the autumn, 2009 will be a year of many per-
sonnel changes in Brussels, according to Tim
Price, partner at GPlus Europe. These changes
are an opportunity for public affairs compa-
nies although he argues that, in Brussels as
elsewhere, the economic downturn is going
to be the most important driver for public
affairs activity in the coming 12 months, not
least because of pressure for EU-wide legisla-
tion affecting the financial markets. Stevens
shares that view, saying that while personnel
changes areimportant, theissues his firm will
deal with arenot going to change as aresult.
There are differences in opinion as to

policy maker “means understanding influ-
ence, not pandering to it”. Wesselius takes
the opposite stance, saying “both the Com-
mission and the Parliament rely too heavily
on outside expertise. The institutions should
create independent advisory bodies that can
provide balanced policy advice.” As the mem-
ber states are effectively in control of the Eu-
ropean Union budget, there would seem to be
little prospect of that happening.

Even Charlie McCreevy, Internal Market
Commissioner, has spoken of “regulatory
capture” of the institutions by the selling side
of the financial services industry, while a di-
rective on software patents in 2005 was voted

London, Paris and Berlin. The complexity of
the EU institutional structures, the technical
nature of much single market legislation and
therather insular nature of the Brussels politi-
cal environment make the public affairs envi-
ronment unique. Stevens also underlines that
the fragmented media environment — with
national papers covering the big political is-
sues and the Brussels ‘trade’ press covering
thedaily policy grind - means that the media
getalotless attention from public affairs pro-
fessionals.
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Jon Worth blogs about European politics

at www.jonworth.eu
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Lobbyingin China A growing phenomenon
Holding an event in Westminster Making an impressionona budget
Viral Video Taking Youtube to the next level
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